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PLATE XCIII

RELIGION.    ORPHISM AND NEO-PYTHA-
GOREANISM.    EARLY CHRISTIANITY

1.    A   RECENTLY   DISCOVERED   SUBTERRANEAN
SANCTUARY OR FUNERAL TEMPLE of one who was
a member of an Orphic or neo-Pythagorean community*   The
funeral temple has the form of a basilica with three naves
and an ante-room.   The walls of the apsis and of the three naves
are adorned with symbolical pictures  (painted stucco bas-
reliefs).   The main picture (in the apsis) represents .the sacred
leap into the sea which was the symbol of the purification of
the soul,   ist cent. A. D.   Near Porta Maggiore, Rome.

2.    A PAINTED GRAVE UNDER THE CHURCH OF
S. SEBASTIANO ON THE APPIAN WAY.   The frescoes of
the main room are purely decorative.   Those of the recess have
a symbolical character and are probably early Christian.    In
three medallions are represented:  the burial of the deceased,
his last trial before the Supreme Judge, and his apotheosis,
(see pi. XCIV, 3).    2nd cent. A. D.   Appian Way, Rome.